
WE ASKED THE PEOPLE OF

HERNE



dangerdanger

rulesrules

free electionsfree elections

contradictioncontradictionWHAT ARE


THE FIRST


WORDS THAT


COME TO


YOUR MIND


WHEN YOU


THINK ABOUT


DEMOCRACY?

independent mediaindependent media

freedomfreedom
diversitydiversity

equalityequality

disappointmentdisappointment

voicevoice

political partiespolitical parties



DO YOU FEEL

FREE WHEN

IT COMES TO

CHOOSING

YOUR LIFE'S

PATH? Definitely, especiallyDefinitely, especially
through support fromthrough support from
others (e.g. friends)others (e.g. friends)

Yes, completely, it is easy toYes, completely, it is easy to
study and get access tostudy and get access to
education in Germanyeducation in Germany

Not always, as, forNot always, as, for
example, politicians decideexample, politicians decide

Yes, nowadays there are many opportunities,Yes, nowadays there are many opportunities,
but not in the past. It is different todaybut not in the past. It is different today

Personally, I do, butPersonally, I do, but
not everyone doesnot everyone does
(e.g., LGBTQIA+)(e.g., LGBTQIA+)

Yes, everyone canYes, everyone can
go their own waygo their own way



DO YOU FEEL

LIKE YOU

HAVE ANY

POWER AS A

CITIZEN? Yes, when you exercise yourYes, when you exercise your
right to vote. So you haveright to vote. So you have
to become active yourself,to become active yourself,

that's importantthat's important

Very little. The possibilities toVery little. The possibilities to
exert influence are very limited.exert influence are very limited.

The bureaucracy is overwhelmingThe bureaucracy is overwhelming

Compared to other countries,Compared to other countries,
we have more power, but this iswe have more power, but this is

still not enoughstill not enough

Not power, but aNot power, but a
freedom of choicefreedom of choice

Not as an individualNot as an individual
citizen - only as acitizen - only as a

demonstrationdemonstration

Little, because politicians decideLittle, because politicians decide



WHAT

WOULD YOU

NEED TO BE

MORE

POWERFUL? Leaner public processes, moreLeaner public processes, more
transparency and communicationtransparency and communication
about decision-making processesabout decision-making processes

More responsive toMore responsive to
citizens, go to the citiescitizens, go to the cities

and do surveysand do surveys

The power of large internationalThe power of large international
corporations on politics is too big, theircorporations on politics is too big, their

economic interests have a higher priorityeconomic interests have a higher priority

More referendumsMore referendums

Direct democracy at theDirect democracy at the
local levellocal level

Unnecessary rulesUnnecessary rules
or laws should beor laws should be

abolishedabolished



WHAT ARE THE

FIRST 3 WORDS

THAT COME TO

YOUR MIND

WHEN YOU THINK

ABOUT ARTIFICIAL

INTELLIGENCE?

risksrisks

ethical questionethical question

technologytechnology

scaryscary

ChatGPTChatGPT

quantum leapquantum leap
concernsconcerns

uncontrollableuncontrollable

huge potentialhuge potential

medicinemedicine

opaqueopaque

interestinginteresting

criticalcritical



DO YOU THINK AI

WILL HAVE AN

IMPACT ON

DEMOCRACY? How is AI programmed so that it follows aHow is AI programmed so that it follows a
general ethics? And would these generalgeneral ethics? And would these general

ethics be informed democratically?ethics be informed democratically?

AI could influence democracyAI could influence democracy
by manipulating elections orby manipulating elections or

spreading fake newsspreading fake news

Yes, definitely. Look at fake news - is it evenYes, definitely. Look at fake news - is it even
possible to distinguish between what is fakepossible to distinguish between what is fake

and what is reality anymore?and what is reality anymore?

AI ​​has AI ​​has already already had an impact (e.g.,had an impact (e.g.,
influence on the US elections)influence on the US elections)

No! The topic is still relatively farNo! The topic is still relatively far
away. We haven't dealt with it muchaway. We haven't dealt with it much

yet, we can't imagine ityet, we can't imagine it

No, I don't see anyNo, I don't see any
connection betweenconnection between

these two topicsthese two topics


